AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 3, 2003

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003-04 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 449

Introduced by Assembly Member Vargas

February 14, 2003

Aractiearrent-Seetions 22252 ara-4080 2 etheNehisle-Gaode,
act to amend Sections 22402, 22403, 22404, and 22405 of the Vehicle
Code,relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

AB 449, as amended, Vargas. Vehicles: speed limits.

Underexisting law, the Department of Transportation may determine
the maximum speed, not less than 5 miles per hour, which can be
maintainedwith safety to any bridge, elevated structure, tube, or tunnel
on a state highway, and a local authority may make that determination
with reference to structures in its jurisdiction. Existing law also
authorizes the department to make that same determination with
reference to any other highway upon receiving a request from a local
authority having jurisdiction over the bridge, elevated structure, tube,
or tunnel.

Thisbill would make the determination of the department mandatory
with reference to a state highway. The bill would also apply those
provisions to a bridge approach and make conforming changes in
existing law.

Existing law makes it a crime to drive a vehicle on any bridge,
elevated structure, tube, or tunnel constituting a part of a highway, at
a speed which is greater than the maximum that can be maintained with
safety to the structure. By expanding the definition of this violation to
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include a bridge approach, the bill would impose a state-mandated
local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a speC|f|ed reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no Fiscal committee- yes
State-mandated local program: nes

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHON-1—Section22352-ofthe-Vehiele-Cede-is-amended

SECTION 1. Section 22402 of the Vehicle Code is amended to
read:

22402. The Department of Transportatier-nshall, in the
mannerprovided in Section 22404 determine the maximum speed,
not less than five miles per hour, which can be maintained with
safety to-any—bridgall bridges bridge approacheselevated
straeturestructures tubetubes ertunrneland tunnelson a state
highway.—SaidThe department may-alsmake a determination
with reference to any other highway upon receiving a request
thereforfrom the board of supervisors or road commissioner of the
county, the governing body of the local authority having
jurisdiction over the bridgeyridge approachelevated structure,
tube, or tunnel.

SEC. 2. Section 22403 of theskicleCode is amended tead:
22403. -AnyA local authority may, in the manner provided in
Section 22404, determine the maximum speed, not less than five
miles per hour, which can be maintained with safety—te any
bridge, bridge approachelevated structure, tube, or tunnel under
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its jurisdiction, or may request the Department of Transportation
to make-suelthat determination.

SEC. 3. Section 22404 of theskicleCode is amended tead:

22404. The Department of Transportation or local authority
making adetermination of the maximum safe speed upon a bridge,
bridge approachelevated structure, tube, or tunnel shall first
make an engineering investigation and shall hold a public hearing.

Notice ofthe time and place of the public hearing shall be posted
upon the bridgepridge approachglevated structure, tube, or
tunnel ateast five days before the date fixed for the hearing. Upon
the basis of the investigation and all evidence presented at the
hearing the department or local authority shall determine by order
in writing the maximum speed which can be maintained with
safety to the bridgehridge approachelevated structure, tube or
tunnel.Fhereupon—th€heauthority having jurisdiction over the
bridge, bridge approachelevated structure, tube, or tunnel shall
erect and maintain suitable signs specifying the maximum speed
so determined at a distance of not more than 500 feet from each end
of the bridgepridge approachelevated structure, tubey, tunnel,

to

SEC. 4. Section 22405 of theskicleCode is amended tead:

22405. (a) No person-shathay drive a vehicle on—ang
bridge, bridge approach,elevated structure, tube, or tunnel
constituting a part of a highway, at a speed which is greater than
the maximum speed-whicthatcan be maintained with safety to
suehthestructure.

(b) Upon the trial ofany person charged with a violation of
this section with respect to a sign erected under Section 22404,
proof of the determination of the maximum speed by the
Department of Transportation or local authority and the erection
and maintenance of the speed signs shall constitute prima facie
evidence of the maximum speed which can be maintained with
safety to the bridgehridge approachelevated structure, tube, or
tunnel.

SEC. 5. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XllI B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
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the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article Xl B of the California
Constitution.

teread:
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